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Context: North Yorkshire

• North Yorkshire covers over 8,000 
km sq. from the North Sea to 
Lancashire and has multiple rich 
habitats and variety of river 
systems and catchments.

• NY is home to 2 National Parks, 3 
Marine Protected Areas, 3 
National Landscapes, 3 Areas of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty 
(approx. 50% of the entire region 
is a protected landscape)
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North 
Yorkshire 
Council: 
Our Role

Leading and Convening Partnerships

Officer and Political Representation

Lead Local Flood Authority

Harbours & Coastal Infrastructure

Environment & Sustainability
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North Yorkshire Council: What we don’t do?

• Water Quality Sample at Bathing Water sites

• Setting water quality standards

• Regulating sewage discharges or issuing permits

• Classifying bathing waters (DEFRA)

These powers sit nationally with the EA and Defra
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North Yorkshire Council: Plan 
for the Nidd for the next 5 
years (and beyond)?

NYC has a Statutory Duty to provide public 
Information and signage

• NYC must display official bathing water 
signs at each designated site showing :

• Advice against bathing when risks are 
present

• Keep this information up to date during 
the bathing water season (15 May-30 
Sept)

• EA supplies the data, NYC display it.

• Defra advises local authorities exactly on 
what information must be displayed
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Collaborative working

• “Because no single factor is the cause of 
poor water quality, no one organisation can 
solve the issues”

• NYC will continue to work collaboratively 
with YW, the EA, local groups, 
communities and wider stakeholders to 
understand the root of water quality 
problems

• NYC is best placed to convene & lead 
partnerships (river catchment forums/flood 
risk partnership etc)

• Will continue to challenge and lead 
interpreting environmental policy changes 
nationally and locally
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Horizon Scanning- Water Sector Reform
A new vision for water: white paper

• The white paper sets out the government's 
plans to reform the water sector and the 
wider water system, to deliver:

• safe and secure water supplies
• a protected and enhanced environment
• fair outcomes for customers and 

investors

• It sets out how these changes will create a 
more efficient and integrated system.
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Questions?
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